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CONFIDENTIAL SANA 3004 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, YE 
SUBJECT: PLO STRIKES OUT 

1. SUMMARY. PLO OFFICE CLOSED BY YARG AUTHORITIES AFTER 
KIDNAPPING INCIDENT. 

2. ALL MEMBERS OF PLO OFFICE IN SANA HAVE BEEN EXPELLED AND 
OFFICE HERE CLOSED AFTER A PALESTINIAN WORKING HERE WAS 
KIDNAPPED, PRESUMABLY WHEN HE FAILED OR REFUSED TO PAY PLEDGED 
PROPORTION HIS SALARY TO PALESTINIAN CAUSE. 

3. GOOD YEMENI STORY-AND PROBABLY TRUE-CONCERNS YARG MININT, 

WHO HAS RECENTLY BEEN TO US ON LEADER'S GRANT AND NOW PUBLISHES 
ARTICLES ON RIGHTS OF PRISONERS AND FREEDOM. MININT REPEATEDLY 
GOT WIND OF KIDNAPPING, AFTER THE FACT, FORCED VICTIM INTO 
DISCLOSING NAMES OF KIDNAPPERS, WENT THEIR OFFICE WITH CONSIDERABLE 
FORCE AND THREATENED TO BLOW IT UP AROUND THEIR EARS IF THEY 
REFUSED TO EMERGE AT ONCE. 

4. THEY EMERGED. 
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5. MININT JAILED THEM, EXPELLED THEM, AND CLOSED OFFICE. 

6. THIS WEEK PLO MISSION HEADED BY UN REP SAADAT HASSAN SHOWED 
UP IN TOWN, PURPORTEDLY TO DISCUSS PALESTINIAN ISSUE 

IN UN AND PALESTINIAN DESIRE STAY OUT OF BEIRUT IMPOSSIBLE. 

HASSAN MAKING ROUNDS MIDEAST CAPITALS BEFORE BEING TRANSFERRED 
TO BEIRUT. PRESUMABLY MISSION ALSO DISCUSSED RE-OPENING OF 
OFFICE. AT ANY RATE, NEW MAN HAS ARRIVED IN TOWN, BUT HAS 
NOT YET TAKEN POSSESSION OF OFFICE. 

7. COMMENT. KIDNAPPING OUTRAGEOUS, BUT MININT WOULD NEVER ACT 
THIS ABRUPTLY AND FORCEFULL WITHOUT CLEARANCE OR DIRECTION 
FROM ABOVE. EXPULSION MAY GO BACK TO PROMISE OF YARG AUTHORITIES 
TO EGYPTIANS TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT CRITICAL ARTICLES PUBLISHED 
ON PALESTINIAN PAGE OF LOCAL NEWSPAPERS AFTER INTERMIN 
ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN AGREEMENT. PLO OFFICE WILL BE BACK BUT MAY LIE 
LOW FOR A WHILE. 
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